BriAna Winston

Period 5

English Process Reflection
Quarter 4 Portfolios

In Ms. Sambrani’s class we are reading stories written by a French writer, Guy de
Maupassant. After reading three of his stories, we took two tests and then wrote an essay
about how Guy de Maupassant reflects human nature into his stories. We used
academics, critical thinking, self-discipline, and communication to complete this task.

These assignments are showing the three highest levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy.
Bloom’s Taxonomy offers a view of the levels of knowledge. The three highest levels of
knowledge are analysis, synthesis, and evaluation. The first step, analysis, was when we
broke down the stories and applied them to our lives to answer the questions on the tests.
The second step, synthesis, was when we combined the two tests to create a unique essay
of our own. The third step, evaluation, is when we wrote our essays because we are
presenting our own opinions about human nature in the essays.
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Maupassant Test, April 2008

I Vocabulary

A Use the following words to make meaningful sentences:

1 Disbanded: discharged, like soldiers who have left the army
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2 Cataclysm: disaster/ end of the world
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3 Avengers: seekers of revenge
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@ 4 Ferocious: fearful/ terrible
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5 Odious: loud or pungent
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6 Commiseration: sharing of pain or misery
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I1 Literary Analysis .
Answer all questions in detail, using the space provided. Be sure to check your writing
for spelling, punctuation and grammar before submitting. Remember that this section will

help you sculpt an essay. Each answer forms a paragraph in your essay, which is your
next assignment

1 What are your first impressions of the writer Guy de Maupassant? Comment on his
naturalistic and imagistic style, the setting of the stories and his point of view on human

nature and his harsh social commentary.
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2 Write a paragraph about the life of Guy de Maupassant, commenting on how you think
the life he lived influenced his writing
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5 If you were the main character or a supporting character in the story “Ball of fat” or “A
piece of string,” what would you do differently? How would you change the social
inequality and injustice in the world portrayed by the stories?
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6 In the ML A format, book titles and web resources are cited in the following manner:

Book
Author, Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Web resource
Author. "Title of Web Page." Title of the Site. Editor. Date and/or Version

Number. Name of Sponsoring Institution. Date of Access <URL>,

Using this format, create a works cited list for your study of Maupassant, listing
the book and the article on the life of Maupassant as your works cited.

Works cited:
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Maupassant Test 2, May 2008

1 List the main characters in the story “A Piece of String,” and their relationship to each
other and the plot. Outline the plot as you name the characters. Draw a diagram to explain
the plot better.
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2 List the main characters in the story “Ball of fat,” and their relationship to each other
and the plot. Outline the plot as you name the characters. Draw a diagram to explain the
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3 List the main characters in the story “Necklace,” and their relationship to each other
and the plot. Outline the plot as you name the characters. Draw a diagram to explain the

plot better.

MO A O LoASe\ =¥ auamer \aiy W (MO AESKES . \ORE(lend § eesioco .

MY LGB el -7 nsboed oF MNSdo, 1 eoES ey ricely).
MIS. Torestie -7 fiend of MaYi\da . she \pams MaX\da o

ne kg o ywa o Yve o\l

« Matfilda W03 S We ORCRAACL O Becotes PeB( ﬁ-r\)}m(ﬁ Yt
Poy il aneNeCHrosne Yoouarier i and. e feciae she bougink
08 VR, Expe NS DO GOGITA 60 WOS Ve, dnea ; o Jake or
Wk ien diomend nosRhaes -




& 5%'@% 8o of " h\j?of,r':sg‘xs&mﬂ“ amongst T NOBES. T reat BAll - g

inthe
B

('(g’d .

3 f%:a%'

¢
=
7

%@@@ﬁiﬁ% ) QSS?G'Q M\{\‘\dﬂ p%ﬂ% ANIRAY @.@anc&a Aoais

Ny M@&@ SAL

RS

3

Bakoa YN -

2

Cuide Nanpass 0y =V
Quycle MOUPASSar- \wed aﬁ\?e e (0 0080 b o
(s ies ana enaured o 0% of urdsvips Wk 1 wpacted
s N\K’W‘q (e, tathergteongly - The obstacies that oy
de Maogassant Foced B0 (5 going 1o WY, Qotoa SN
in FlRICRE s Vieww on NOwGN Nuyore ed e Aifreent
CARSSS Hgaphe. 0 e NAVEASSOO IS very defuilad, and
LS HOERERON of idtagin Natwre 1S Beft eckrec) Sirong o
VA SRS . THIOR examARIEs Bty 40 MOROSEANT'S
WENgS \’(\()\‘r%’c’fh%\\w‘r\@(\-\\\)m‘(\ QR aQ “BaNO+ Tk,

\P\Q\QQ‘Q%‘E'S\’K\(\ ,o«"z& “”Y\“\e \\S&cma\g }ASM 2 |
= : »\N\&M

DG, 7 B '(\\{\/ 5[) The Mﬁr
O‘\WWM‘ fipe m\o\e \\J@ammm %‘r\w WVeS,, \azwesmwn o leg%mg
A NG Y NS AN T RCTOD ta e Wawere s FTeaY onfair %m
Eligolostnvery gooriy Decase ghe 1S eSHOYe . Tne pecpre 2%
PR Y FAKE e Ve Wreoly roon FliZdbetn ofernise ar " J
\’\\i‘"‘:gw OLLd KNOW She s avery ind, WORM eq(-vad WA, (0ob-hoaried
NG ddRaAVEE 0N KINA SRS, Frey ke advonvtede pﬁuph@

W N Gndness | anainey Use e The Peopie befnend) il{g:sg
her s ohy as shelas somelivny o offer Yoot vONNe W

TIOMAOVT00 SO (05 s - Worgraiag s\e Yos Ahey oo

b 6k Orepiing Mo \Q“E Q&{M LRI YOAY e CONACK {5 W0 PSS

SV TRRA ORI VY 16 ey 1 P e et Person Bl gy

008 QU0 KON R UnisonAd RO Y, G Yo RAOK Sotmesn®

PARAIG) B0 WO ESSOMERONS ABROTRRRM. g




-

S

ANeS ok Heel tPible Drcdse she do est T Nave 24
TXPROSIVO Z\Q\\m\nﬁ YoWer 0800 asiks her i end, MIrS - Foresrier i sng

RN Gurvost SOOIV VAN . MATilda Sinds abravnful deklae

S0 WS fow ear 000 SRl AeCLACS §he ywants
TOWEOC iY ro MNe LAl when vhe oy 0380e DAl Geeives Mari\Aa
ONG Oy sk (e v QU CeSYONTC . Trvey TR B 00 Tive oy 1he Yoril e
QA T -OVY NWO Y5 Aye g The ooy Qe et O Ca YO Y Ke

oM NG S SO G F0E A GT D0 OF Yo 2 i

PO RS o peciads 18 Q;j‘ﬁ(‘é" ISR MG ATEON A 1o el et e
frod She 08F -0 she Aaes 1o firdonodner one sne can Coy ToReel e
e TR 0pck LECR (ST 50 udeN bANey Ao Uiatii dia isin déprfr
ﬂmﬂj SYels. Syenrs adiy e Nedilae s st Haritda
TS oUk %mp s ;?é%%fﬁ T g, OAGNTAL DECIAALD nnS an
JPfD‘Oie\v\s beecnsse B0 Was afzai ¢ O w e €Rend My ot .

I MO0 0o - Y00 Oreor oF Tiofesriran or g o Y2ACN I
OO ORON (L Wrea SO,

g




BriAna Winston
Period 5
English

May 22, 2008

Guy de Maupassant; How His Life Impacted His Writings

Guy de Maupassant lived a hard life where he faced many difficulties and
endured many hardships that impacted his writing career rather strongly. The obstacles
that Guy de Maupassant faced, such as going to war, probably influenced his view on
human nature and the different classes of people. Guy de Maupassant is very detailed and
his perception of human nature is reflected strongly in his stories. Three examples of Guy
de Maupassant’s writings that reflect human nature are “Ball of Fat”, “A Piece of String”,
and “The Necklace”. Aspects of human nature he focuses on are hypocrisy, placing
blame in hurry, and the fear of honesty.

In the story “Ball of Fat”, hypocrisy is strong amongst the nobles. They treat
Elizabeth Rousset (Ball-of-Fat) unfairly because of her profession, which proves them to
be mean, cold-hearted people. When the story begins Elizabeth, along with nine
merchants and their wives, leaves town on a wagon. For the duration of their trip the
travelers treat Elizabeth very poorly because she is a prostitute. The people don’t take the
time to get to know Elizabeth; otherwise they would know she is a very kind, warm-
hearted woman, When they do realize how kind she is, they take advantage of her
kindness, and they use her. The people befriend her as long as she has something to offer
that will help them but as soon as she no longer has anything to offer them, they go back
to treating her poorly. I think that the characters in this story need to learn that it is wrong
to judge a person before you really get to know them. You should really get to know

someone before you go about making assumptions about them.
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In “A Piece of String” people are very caught up in placing the blame on others in
a hurry without actually hearing all sides of the story. In the beginning of the story Maitre
Hauchecome picks up a piece of string that he see on the ground while walking to the
public square. A man, maitre Malandain was watching him the whole time and
automatically assume he was doing something that was involved in criminal activity.
When a pocketbook comes up missing Maitre Hauchecome is accused of stealing a
pocketbook because of what Maitre Malandain saw and told everyone else. No one wants
to face the truth, that he was indeed innocent. Maitre Hauchecome was trying to prove his
innocence until he died, even after they found the pocketbook no one would believe
Maitre Hauchecome spent his entire life trying to prove his innocence in a crime he
didn’t even commit. People begin to ask him to tell them his side of the story just to
amuse them, none of them even thinking twice if it was true or not. Before jumping to
conclusions it’s good to hear both sides of the story and although it may not always seem
true a believable you should always consider it because it’s very possible that the story is
true,

The fear of honesty plays a strong role in “The Necklace”. When Matilda Loisel
and her husband are invite to a ball Matilda does not feel comfortable because she
doesn’t have any expensive jewelry to wear so she asks her friend, Mrs. Forestier, it she
can borrow some jewelry to wear. Matilda finds a beautiful necklace she wants to wear
and decides she wants to wear it to the ball. When the day of the ball arrives Matilda and
her husband are very ecstatic, They have a great time at the ball and are worn-out when
it’s over. The couple called a cab to take them and soon as they got out of the cab Matilda

realizes the necklace is gone. Matilda is afraid to tell her friend that she lost it so she tries



to find another one she can buy to replace if. The necklace cost so much money that
Matilda is in debt for nearly five years. 5 years afl:.er the necklace is lost, Matilda finds
out from Mrs. Forestier that the original necklace was an imitation necklace, Matilda had
to suffer from financial problems because she was afraid to tell her friend the truth. If
Matilda had not had a fear of honesty her life probably would have been a lot easier,

If I were a character in any of these stories I would have a better respect for others
and I would think about what I’m doing before I actually take action. The characters in
these stories do not seem to care about anyone else but themselves. They show no respect
care, or consideration for anyone. In the stories of Guy de Maupassant it portrays the
negative aspects of human nature, which are very common. Although there are a lot of
positive aspects of human nature that people can exhibit in life many still choose to turn
to hypocrisy, placing the blame on others unfairly, and being afraid of the truth, all of

which can cause them to dig a deeper grave for themselves.
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